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Since the beginning of the year 2020, India and the 
world are gripped in the COVID-19 Pandemic. The 
disease has affected every country in the world. In 
India there have been 11,787,534 cases and 160,726 
deaths (31st March 2021). 

Let us understand how to stop this deadly disease 
using simple, free of cost measures. Besides the
 regular Covid-19 protection measures, now a vaccine 
is also available. 

FAQs on COVID Vaccine
Is a COVID vaccine scheduled anytime soon for me?
The COVID vaccine in India was launched on 16th  January, 2021. The first group to 
receive the vaccine includes healthcare and frontline workers. The second group to 
receive COVID 19 vaccine will be persons over 60 years of age and persons between 45 
and 59 years with comorbid conditions. This group will be eligible for vaccinations from 
March 1st 2021. After 1st April 2021, the vaccine will be available for all those above 45 
years of age.
Is it mandatory to take the vaccine?
Vaccination for COVID-19 is voluntary. However, it is advisable to receive the complete 
schedule of COVID-19 vaccine for protecting oneself against this disease and also to 
limit the spread of this disease to the close contacts including family members, friends, 
relatives and co-workers.
Is it necessary for a COVID recovered person to take the vaccine?
Yes, it is advisable to receive complete schedule of COVID vaccine irrespective of past 
history of infection with COVID-19. This will help in developing a strong immune 
response against the disease.
Is COVID-19 vaccine recommended for children below 16 years?
As yet, COVID vaccine is not recommended for children below 16 years of age and 
should not be given.

Is COVID-19 vaccine recommended for pregnant and lactating women?
At the moment, COVID-19 vaccine is not recommended for pregnant and lactating 
women and should not be given.  

Do I need to use the mask/other COVID appropriate precautions after receiving the 
vaccine?
Yes, it is absolutely necessary that everyone who has received the COVID vaccine 
should continue to follow the COVID appropriate behaviour i.e., mask, physical 
distancing and hand sanitization to protect themselves and those around from 
spreading the infection.



02Health Seeking Behavior and Immunity Building 

What are expected immediate and delayed side effects of this vaccine?

Covishield®: Some mild symptoms may occur like 
injection site tenderness, injection site pain, 
headache, fatigue, myalgia, malaise, pyrexia, chills 
and arthralgia, nausea. Very rare events of nerve 
disorders have been reported following vaccination 
with this vaccine but without the causal relationship 
establishment.

How can I get the COVID-19 vaccine?
You can log into the Co-WIN portal using the link www.cowin.gov.in and click on the 
“Register/Sign In Yourself” tab to register for COVID-19 vaccination. 

How can I find the nearest vaccination centre? 
You can search in Co-WIN portal (or Aarogya Setu App) for the vaccination centre 
nearest to your location by either searching through PIN code or by choosing the State 
and the District. 

Is it necessary to take 2nd dose of vaccination? 

When should I take the 2nd dose of vaccination? 

Is there any registration charges to be paid? 
No. There is no registration charge.

Covaxin®: Some mild symptoms AEFIs may occur 
like injection site pain, headache, fatigue, fever, 
body ache, abdominal pain, nausea and vomiting, 
dizziness-giddiness, tremor, sweating, cold, cough 
and injection site swelling. No other vaccine-related 
serious adverse effects have been reported.

Process of getting the COVID Vaccine

Scheduling Appointment for Vaccination

2nd Dose Scheduling

It is recommended that the 2nd dose of COVAXIN 
should be administered in the interval of 4 to 6 
weeks from the date of 1st dose administration.For 
COVISHIELD the recommended interval is 8-10 
weeks** (keep updated). You may choose the date 
of 2nd dose vaccination as per your convenience. 

Yes. It is recommended that both doses of 
vaccine should be taken for realising the full benefit 
of vaccination. Both doses must be of the same 
vaccine type. 
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Whom can I contact if I have some problems related to my online registration of 
appointment? 
You can call on the national helpline ‘1075’ for information and guidance on COVID-19 
vaccination and Co-WIN software related queries. 

Is vaccination free at all vaccination centres? 
No. Vaccination is free at Government hospitals and charged up to Rs. 250 per dose in 
Private hospitals. Citizens can get this information on the Co-WIN portal while booking 
an appointment.

Vaccination

Why do I need a vaccination certificate?

Which documents should I carry with me for vaccination? 

Vaccination certificate is a verifiable proof of vaccination that you can use to establish 
that have been vaccinated in cases where any such requirement is specified. 

You should carry your identity proof specified by you at the time of registration on the 
Co-WIN portal, a printout/screenshot of your appointment slip.

Vaccine Certificate

Whom do I contact in case of side effects from vaccination? 
You can call on the national helpline ‘1075’ for information and guidance if you 
experience any side effects post COVID-19 vaccination. You may also contact the 
Vaccination Centre where you took vaccination, for advice.

Reporting Side-effects

a)  Aadhaar card 

b)  Driving License 

c)  PAN card 

d)  Passport 

e)  Pension Passbook 

f)   NPR Smart Card 

g)  Voter ID Card (EPIC) 
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